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 Supervisor’s signature  Date to re-check   

      
 

Excavations 
 

 Excavating is part of almost every construction project and presents a wide variety of hazards: heavy 
equipment, falls, trench collapses, public safety, hazardous atmospheres, electrocution, and explosions. 
Wall collapses routinely kill workers. Remember that the weight of the soil can suffocate a trapped 
employee even if the employee’s head is exposed. Don’t take chances with peoples’ lives! 
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 Competent person on site  � � � �  
 Soil type determined  � � � �  
 Protective systems required  � � � �  
  Sloping  � � � �  
  Benching  � � � �  
  Shoring  � � � �  
  Spaced sheeting  � � � �  
  Closed sheeting  � � � �  
  Shield or box  � � � �  
  Other systems  � � � �  
 Vibration considered       
  Equipment  � � � �  
  Traffic  � � � �  
 Plan for spoils  � � � �  
 Public safety       
  Vehicles  � � � �  
  Pedestrians  � � � �  
 Access & egress provided  � � � �  
 Barricades and / or guardrails  � � � �  
 Rescue plan & equipment  � � � �  
 Utilities located  � � � �  
 Removal of water  � � � �  
 Hazardous atmosphere testing  � � � �  
 Regular inspections  � � � �  
 Excavation equipment       
  Proper equipment available  � � � �  
  Inspections complete  � � � �  
  Qualified operators  � � � �  
   � � � �  
 Notes:  
   
   

 


